Delaware Valley Gardens & Museums:

From Botanical History to Cutting Edge Horticulture

Hosted by garden writer Marian St. Clair

July 18-22, 2011 

Join Marian St. Clair for a tour of some of the most famous and captivating gardens in the country!  The Delaware Valley area is rich in public gardens, arboreta & historic houses with gardens, from Philadelphia to Wilmington.  In fact, so much of the nation’s horticultural history is rooted in this region that it has been dubbed “the cradle of horticulture.”  This exciting tour will take you to visit many of the best!
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This program includes….

** 4 nights at the historic Wayne Hotel, situated in the charming village of Wayne

** All transportation, entrance fees and guided tours as listed on the itinerary

** Visits to the following gardens:  Winterthur House & Gardens, Mt Cuba Center, Longwood Gardens, The Morris Arboretum, Chanticleer Gardens, Bartram’s House & Gardens, The Brandywine River Museum, Wyeth’s House and Gardens, The Philadelphia Art Museum.  

** Welcome dinner 

**Free time in the Independence National Historical Park, including Independence Hall, the Liberty Bell Center, the Betsy Ross House, Declaration House and Liberty Hall.
Price per person based on 2 sharing a room $859                     Singles add $189
Airfare and travel insurance is additional and can be purchased via our travel agent, Joyce Moore, by calling 864 270.5033. The plan is to fly from Charlotte as a group but you may travel independently to meet the group in Philadelphia on time for airport transfers. 
Our tour itinerary….

Monday, July 18  Depart this morning from Charlotte for a short flight to Philadelphia.  Arrive and transfer to the Philadelphia Art Museum.  You will have the afternoon to enjoy the fine art and varied collections before continuing to the charming town of Wayne, and the Wayne Hotel, our hotel for the next 4 nights.  Freshen up for a welcome dinner this evening. D
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Tuesday, July 19  After breakfast we depart for Winterthur Museum and Country Estate Gardens in Wilmington Delaware, the premier museum of American decorative arts and its 60-acre naturalistic garden.  Our tour will include a tram tour through the estate on arrival, a guided tour of the historic house and then free time to wander the exhibit galleries (1700s furniture on display), stroll the garden and have lunch.  We must depart at 2pm sharp.  Our next stop is the Mt. Cuba Center, a non-profit horticulture center that focuses on native plants and nurtures one of the most renowned wildflower gardens in the country.  Here we will have a 2 hour guided tour of the house, gardens, ponds and meadows.   Return to the hotel. B

Wednesday, July 20  After breakfast we depart for nearby Chanticleer Gardens, a pleasure garden that features eleven distinct areas, each more interesting and engaging than the last.  Later, we will drive a short distance to the Morris Arboretum at the University of Pennsylvania, a Victorian landscape garden of winding paths, streams, flowers and special garden areas.  Here you will be able to wander the gardens with a self-guided tour.  Return to the hotel. B
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Thursday, July 21  After breakfast we depart for Longwood Gardens, the country’s most celebrated botanical garden.  Longwood, a former du Pont estate, consists of 20 outdoor gardens, and an equal number of indoor gardens within 4.5 acres of conservatories.  The garden showcases more than 11,000 plants, including many of the newest cultivars.  We will have a guided tour and free time for lunch.  Later we continue to the Brandywine River Museum to see the Wyeth Collection, House and Gardens.  The Museum showcases the work of N.C. Wyeth, Andrew Wyeth and Jamie Wyeth, as well as others.  Return to the hotel. B

Friday, July 22  After breakfast we drive to the Bartram House and Gardens, home of John Bartram, an early American naturalist, botanist and plant hunter.  We will have a tour of the property before heading downtown to the historic district for free time to enjoy the National Independence Park before continuing to the airport for the flight home. B  
A deposit of $250 is required to hold space.  Please make your check payable to and mail to                          Marian St Clair, ​​​​​​​​​​​357 Riverside Drive, Greenville, SC 29605
along with your registration form

Group tour fees are non-refundable except in the case of complete trip cancellation.  Therefore, trip cancellation/travel insurance is advised to be purchased at the time of deposit and registration.  
Final payment will be due in May.  For questions or assistance with the tour or airfare, call Joyce Moore at 864 270.5033.   We reserve the right to adjust activities or accommodations, due to weather conditions and tour schedules.
REGISTRATION FORM 

USE YOUR NAME EXACTLY AS IS APPEARS ON YOUR DRIVERS LICENSE

*Name (last) __________________________   (first) _______________(middle)_____________

 Date of birth ___________________ (needed for homeland security)

Address ______________________________ City _________________ State _____ Zip ______

Phone  (home) __________________ (work) ___________________ (cell) _________________

e-mail _________________________________  roommate______________________________     

