
Hortitopia presents 

Great Gardens and Estates of the 

Hudson River Valley 

With garden writer Marian St.Clair 

July 18-22, 2014 

Join garden writer Marian St.Clair for a fun-filled exploration of one of our nation’s most celebrated 

national heritage areas—the Hudson River Valley.  This tour program presents an opportunity to 

enjoy spectacular gardens, estates, and scenery, as well as the region’s remarkable history and art.  

From Tarrytown, to Sleepy Hollow, and beyond, we’ll enjoy… 

Kykuit, the Rockefeller Estate & Garden; the Vanderbilt Mansion & Garden; Innisfree Garden, 

recently named “one of the world’s ten best gardens;” Stonecrop Gardens, created by Frank Cabot, 

founder of the Garden Conservancy; the Beatrix Ferrand Gardens at Bellefield; Sunnyside, home of 

Washington Irving; Union Church of Pocantico Hills, featuring stained glass by Matisse and 

Chagall; the New York Botanical Garden; Wave Hill; and more! 

 

 4 Nights first class hotel 

 4 Breakfasts, 1 lunch, and 1 dinner 

 All sightseeing and entrance fees  

 All transportation, including airport transfers if using group flights 

 Garden history and interpretation by Marian St. Clair 

 Travel assistance by Joyce Moore 

 

Price per person based on two sharing a room:  $1399  Single Supplement: $299  

 

 



Day-by-day itinerary… 

Day 1 (Friday, July 18) This morning we fly to New York’s LaGuardia Airport where we are met by 

our coach.  We continue to Wave Hill, a 28-acre public garden and cultural center in the Bronx 

overlooking the Hudson River. With a magnificent view of the Palisades and many small gardens to enjoy—

flower,  shade, wild, conifer, aquatic, native and woodland—Wave  Hill is an exciting start to our garden 

excursions.  After time to explore and have lunch at the garden’s café, we continue to our hotel in Tarrytown.  

This evening we enjoy a welcome dinner with new and old gardening friends.  D   

Day 2 (Saturday, July 19) Today we travel a 

short distance to visit Kykuit, the Rockefeller 

Estate. This hilltop paradise was home to 

four generations of the Rockefeller family, 

beginning with philanthropist John D. 

Rockefeller, founder of Standard Oil.  In 

his day, John D. was the richest man in 

America.  Now a site of the National Trust 

for Historic Preservation, the landmark is 

meticulously maintained for pubic 

enjoyment. 

Later, we visit Sunnyside, the home of Washington Irving, one of America's best loved authors. His 

characters, from the mysterious Headless Horseman to comical Rip Van Winkle, are icons in 

American culture. The home and grounds its reflect Washington Irving's romantic view of art, 

nature, and history, with gardens arranged in a naturalistic manner and an exotic wisteria vine 

(still growing) cloaking the house.  The home is presented as a three-dimensional autobiography of 

the Irving family, providing one of the most authentic looks at mid-19th century American life. B  

Day 3 (Sunday, July 20) This morning we travel north to visit the 

small but beautiful Beatrix Ferrand Gardens at Bellefield.  

Beatrix Farrand was a landscape designer whose work defined 

the American taste in gardens throughout the first half of the 

20th century. Farrand joined England's Gertrude Jekyll and 

William Robinson in championing the use of perennial plants in 

combinations based upon color harmony, bloom sequence, and 

texture. She was sought after by the most powerful individuals 

and institutions of her day. While most of her gardens have been 

lost to time, notable exceptions include the Rockefeller's Eyrie 

Garden in Maine, and Dumbarton Oaks in Washington, D.C., 

recognized as one of America’s great gardens.   

Next we travel a short distance to Hyde Park for a visit to the 

Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site, where your box lunch 

can be enjoyed on the grounds. Established as a monument to an era, this estate illustrates a way of 

life modeled on the English country house, the lives of the family and its domestic staff, and its 



relationship to the community. In addition to the house, stroll the park with its ancient trees, 

stunning Hudson River and Catskill Mountain views, and lovely Italian Gardens.  

Our last destination is Millbrook, where 

we’ll visit a garden noted as one of the 

“Ten Best Gardens in the World.”  

Innisfree is a Modernist garden with 

traditional Chinese and Japanese garden 

design principles.  The master work of 

landscape architect Lester Collins (1914–

1993), this iconic landscape promotes a 

deep understanding and respect for the 

environment while envisioning a careful 

and contemplative union of man and 

nature. The result is a distinctly American 

stroll garden on 185 acres surrounding a large glacial lake. B, L  

Day 4 (Monday,  July 21) Today we travel north to Cold Spring for a  visit to Stonecrop, originally 

the home of Anne and Frank Cabot, founder of the non-profit Garden Conservancy, which works to 

preserve America’s finest private gardens. Mr. Cabot, a self-taught “horticultural enthusiast,” died 

in 2011 but his legacy lives on at Stonecrop Gardens.  At its windswept elevation of 1,100 feet in the 

Hudson Highlands, Stonecrop gardens offers 12 acres of diverse gardens and plants including 

woodland and water gardens, grass gardens, alpine stone beds, cliff rock gardens, and an enclosed 

English-style flower garden. There is also a Conservatory and Alpine House display.  

An afternoon in historic Cold Spring allows time for lunch and shopping, especially in the many 

enticing antique stores.  

Later, we return to Tarrytown to view the 

magnificent stained glass windows of Union 

Church of the Poncantico Hills.  In this 

unassuming country church we’ll see the last 

work of Henri Matisse, a rose window completed 

just before his death in 1954 and commissioned 

by Nelson Rockefeller in his mother’s memory.  

We also see nine other memorial windows 

created by the great artist Marc Chagall. B 

Day 5 (Tuesday, July 22) On our final day we turn back towards New York City.  After a short drive 

we arrive at the New York Botanical Gardens in the Bronx.  Here, you can explore the 50 diverse 

gardens and plant collections featuring more than 30,000 magnificent trees and one million plants.  

The glasshouse highlights various ecosystems, from a tropical rain forest to a cactus-filled desert, 

as well as special exhibitions.  Don’t miss the Rock Garden, the Rockefeller Rose Garden, or the 

gift shop for those last minute shopping treats! B  

http://www.innisfreegarden.org/
http://www.innisfreegarden.org/
http://www.innisfreegarden.org/
http://www.innisfreegarden.org/


REGISTRATION 

General Instructions: 
1. Please type or print legibly. 
2. Read the Terms & Conditions, Insurance Information, and Payment Schedule & Refund Policy 
before signing. 
3. Make all checks payable to Hortitopia, LLC. Detach the Registration Page and mail it to 
Hortitopia, LLC, 357 Riverside Drive, Greenville, SC 29605, with a deposit of $400.  Keep a copy for 
your records. 
 
Detailed Instructions: 
1. Name. Please show your name exactly as it appears on your driver’s license.  
2. Address and Phone Numbers. Please provide contact information that enables us to write and 
phone you at any time, even when you are away from your primary residence. 
3. Dietary and Health Information. It is imperative we know if special meals (e.g. vegetarian, non-
gluten) or other assistance will be required. The tour is paced for comfort, but significant walking 
and stair climbing is involved for exploration of some gardens. Participants should have sufficient 
stamina and mobility to keep pace with the group. 
4. Emergency Contact. Please provide contact information that enables us to reach this 
person at any time, even when they are away from their primary residence. 
5. Flight Information. If you are arranging your own flights to join the tour, it is essential 
we have your exact flight information, including dates of travel, airline(s), flight 
numbers, departure and arrival airports, and times. Note: To be eligible for transfers 
with the group, you must arrange your flights to arrive and depart in conjunction with the 
host party and meet the group at their arrival terminal.   
6. Rooming Requirements. We book non-smoking rooms (where available) unless 
otherwise requested. If you are sharing a room, please indicate the name of your roommate. If 
you would like to share a room but do not have a roommate, we can try to match you but 
cannot guarantee this will be possible. If no match is available, the single supplement 
will apply. A twin room has two separate single beds; a double room has one large bed. 
 
Terms & Conditions: 
1. Space is limited and registrations are accepted strictly on a first come, first serve basis. 
2. Registration and payment constitute acceptance of the information described herein. 
3. Registration and payment constitute the release of Marian St. Clair, Joyce Moore, and Horitopia, 
LLC, and any person from whom liability may be imputed to Marian St. Clair, Joyce Moore, and/or 
Hortitopia, LLC, from all claims resulting from natural disasters, war, strikes, incidents of politically-
motivated violence, sickness or quarantine, government restrictions or regulations, the use of any 
vehicle, and/or from any act or omission by any bus or car rental agency, airline, taxi or tour 
service, hotel, restaurant, or other firm, agency, company or individual. 
4. Registration and payment constitute certification that the applicant is physically and mentally  
capable of full participation in the tour. 
5. The host reserves the right to substitute hotels, airlines, activities, or excursions in 
response to changes in availability, or local events or weather conditions, provided they 
do not adversely affect the overall quality of the tour. Substitutions do not constitute 
grounds for withdrawal or refund. 
6. The host reserves the right, without penalty, to withdraw the tour.  The host may also  decline 
to accept any person as a participant in the tour, and to require a person to withdraw from the 



tour at any time when such action is determined to be in the best interests of the 
health, safety, or general welfare of the tour group or the individual. 
 
Group Insurance Information: 
This trip does not include group insurance, as personal insurance and Medicare can be utilized on 
a domestic trip.  If would like to secure cancellation insurance, or do not have any type of medical 
insurance, we suggest Allianz Travel Insurance, which can be purchased online at 
www.allianztravelinsurance.com.  Contact Joyce Moore, our travel coordinator, at 864-270-5033, 
if you would like assistance in making your purchase. 
 
Payment Schedule & Refund Policy: 
1. A deposit of $400 per person must accompany the completed Registration Form. A first 
payment of an additional $400 is due 4 months prior to the tour (March 18). The final payment 
(balance owed) is due no later than 2 months prior to the tour (May 18). 
2. The host reserves the right to make final costs adjustments if the group size is less than the 
minimum 20 participants. 
3. Refunds for the deposit or payments are not available unless the spot is filled at the 
discretion of the host from a waiting list. If refunds are offered, they are subject to a 
cancellation penalty. 
4. All cancellation requests should be made in writing, by mail or email. 
5. There is no provision for refunds for any activities missed due to the participant’s absence once 
the tour has begun. 
6. In addition to airfare, the following items and services are not included in the tour price: 
transportation to and from the participant’s home to their chosen departure airport, baggage 
charges, coach driver’s tip, items of a personal nature, and other items not specifically listed as 
included. 
 
Questions? 
Contact Marian St.Clair by phone at 864-297-8632 or by email at marian.stclair@gmail.com.  Joyce 
Moore can be reached at 864-270-5033 or joycemoore@travelleaders.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REGISTRATION FOR GREAT GARDENS AND ESTATES OF THE HUDSON RIVER VALLEY 

 

Traveler Information 
Full name as it appears on your driver’s license: 
 
Date of Birth: 
 
Street/City/State/Zip Code: 
 
Home Phone: 
 
Cell Phone:  
 
Email: 
 
Dietary Information: 
 
Health Information/Allergies: 
 
Emergency Information  
Emergency Contact:      Relationship to Traveler: 
 
Contact’s Street/City/State/Zip Code: 
 
Contact’s Home Phone: 
 
Contact’s Cell Phone: 
 
Tour Details 
Would you like to book flights with the host group? Yes/No 
 
Will you be sharing a room? Yes/No 
 
Name of roommate:       Room preference: Twin/Double 
 
Authorization 
I have read and acknowledge agreement with the attached Terms & Conditions, Payment Schedule 
& Refund Policy, and Group Insurance Information. 
 
Signature:       Date: 
 
Mail this completed form and a $400 deposit (check to Hortitopia, LLC) to:  Hortitopia, LLC, 357 

Riverside Drive, Greenville, SC 29605. 

 

 


