
Hortitopia presents 

 

Grand Gardens and Villas of Italy 
 
       with Garden Writer Marian St.Clair 
                            June 1-12, 2014 
               
Join garden writer Marian St.Clair for an exciting 
visit to the Grand Gardens and Villas of Italy. This 
tour program presents an opportunity to see some of 
Italy’s finest scenery — The Lake District, Tuscany, 
and the Roman Hills. We start at Lake Como and 
Lake Maggiore with visits to public and private 
gardens and then travel south to Tuscany to explore 
the exciting city of Florence and several nearby 
estates. Later, we journey to Rome where we’ll relish 
the best of the city and neighboring countryside.  
Italy is a destination made for the senses; come enjoy 
every moment of this adventure! 
 
Your garden tour program is tailored to provide an authentic and rich cultural experience… 
 
Three nights on Lake Como in the Italian Lakes with visits to Villa Balbianello, Villa Melzi, Villa 
Borromeo, and Villa Taranto; a guided walking tour of Como; a private boat tour of Lake Como with 
stops at Bellagio and Isola Comachina; and a jaunt to Lake Maggiore with time in beautiful Stresa. 
 
Four nights in Florence with visits to Villa Gamberaia, Villa Le Balze, and to Lucca’s Villa Reale; 
guided walking tours in Lucca and Siena; and a full free day in Florence for shopping and exploring. 
Enjoy dinner in a farmhouse garden, plus a wine tasting at Fattoria del Colle, Italy’s “All Women 
Owned” winery. 
 
Three nights in Rome with visits to Tivoli Gardens, Gardini della Landriana, and a full free day for 
exploring Rome’s magnificent sights! 
 
Tour includes: 

 10 nights in four star hotels with superb amenities  
 10 breakfasts, 4 lunches, 1 wine tasting, 2 dinners 
 All sightseeing and entrance fees 
 All transportation; all airport transfers if using or meeting group flights 
 All gratuities for guides, including coach driver  
 Garden history and interpretation by Marian St. Clair 
 Assistance provided by Italian speaking escort and travel expert Joyce Moore 

 
As a convenience and cost-saving feature, this tour also includes group insurance, see enclosed 
details.    
 
Price per person based on two sharing a room:  $3845  Single Supplement: $1095 
 
 



Day-by-day in Italy… 

 

Day 1 (June 1)   Depart for Milan Italy.  Meet your 

tour leaders at the airport for the overnight flight.  

 

Day 2 (June 2)   After an early morning arrival in 

Milan, we travel to Lake Como for the following 

three nights. Our first adventure is a guided 

walking tour in the lakeside town of Como followed 

by a Welcome Lunch.  Afterwards, we check into 

the hotel and the remaining afternoon is yours for 

leisure or exploration.  L 

 
Day 3 (June 3)  Today we tour Lake Como by private boat with several stops along its shores.  

Relax and enjoy the view of lakefront villas and tiny villages nestled along its banks before 

arriving at the enchanting town of Bellagio and the lakeside gardens of Villa Melzi.  After time to 

explore, we depart for lunch on Isola Comacina where we’ll dine al fresco on the lake.  In the 

afternoon, we travel a short distance to enjoy the terraced gardens of Villa Balbianello before 

cruising back to the hotel. BL 

 

Day 4 (June 4)  This morning we travel to Lake Maggiore for another day of gardens and 

sightseeing. Upon arrival we cruise to Isola Bella for a tour of Villa Borromeo and a visit to its 

legendary Baroque gardens. Afterwards we enjoy time for lunch and strolling in Stresa, followed 

by a second visit, the botanical gardens of Villa Taranto, created by a Scotsman who toured the 

world seven times collecting plants for his English-influenced garden. B 

 

Day 5 (June 5) We travel today to Florence for 

our next four nights.  Upon arrival, enjoy lunch 

at an exceptional restaurant in the heart of the 

historic district.  After hotel check in, join your 

leaders for an optional orientation of the city, or 

use your time to shop and explore on your own.  

BL 

 

Day 6 (June 6)  This morning we travel a short distance to the village of Settignano to visit the 

gardens of Villa Gamberaia, long regarded as one of the most perfect Italian gardens.  

Afterwards, you have time for lunch in the lovely hill town of Fiesole followed by a visit to the 

Renaissance Revival gardens at Villa Le Balze, internationally recognized as a study center of 

Georgetown University.  Afterwards, we enjoy dinner under the olive trees in the farmhouse 

garden of a local estate.  BD 

 

 



 

Day 7 (June 7)  Today we travel to Lucca, home of 

opera composer Puccini, for a guided walking tour 

of the walled city followed by time for exploration 

and lunch.  In the afternoon, we visit nearby 

Marlia Villa Reale, home of Napoleon’s sister 

Elsa, for a garden visit. B 

 

Day 8 (June 8)  Relish a full free day in the city of 

Florence.  Search the markets and shops for 

treasures, visit the museums, or sit in the cafes and enjoy “la dolce vita.”  We can assist with any 

requests for tours and entrance tickets.  B 

 

Day 9 (June 9)  This morning we depart for Rome with two stops along the way. Our first is the 

lovely hill town of Siena for a morning walking tour with a local guide.  Afterwards, we continue 

deep into Tuscany to Fattoria del Colle, a winery owned and run by women.  Here, we’ll enjoy 

lunch and a wine tasting.  In the afternoon, we continue to Rome for the next three nights.  BL 

 

Day 10 (June 10)  Today we journey south of the city 

along the coast to the gardens of Landriana.  After 

time for lunch we drive to Tivoli for a visit to the 

famous Villa d’Este gardens, a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site.  This Roman “retreat,” shunning the 

simplicity of early Tuscan gardens, is unmatched for 

its spectacular waterworks and theatrical effects. B 

 

Day 11 (June 11)  Enjoy a full free day in Rome. 

There is so much to see and do in this magical city.  

If you have not been here previously, tour the Vatican Museums and Sistine Chapel, or the 

Coliseum.  Or, take a walking tour from the hotel with the provided map.   If you are returning, 

consider a visit to Trastevere, the Greenwich Village of Rome, or the charming Compo di Fiori 

market area.  We will help you with any requests for tours and entrance tickets. This evening we 

gather for our Farewell Dinner and say goodbye to Italy.  Buon viaggio a casa!  BD 

 

Day 12 (June 12)  We transfer to the airport for our return flight. B  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



REGISTRATION 
General Instructions: 
1. Please type or print legibly. 
2. Read the Terms & Conditions, Insurance Information, and Payment Schedule & Refund Policy 
before signing. 
3. Make all checks payable to Hortitopia, LLC. Detach the Registration Page and mail it to 
Hortitopia, LLC, 357 Riverside Drive, Greenville, SC 29605, with a deposit of $700 
and a copy of your passport picture page.  Keep a copy for your records. 
 
Detailed Instructions: 
1. Name. Please show your name exactly as it appears on the passport and attach a copy of 
your passport picture page to the registration. This copy helps in the event of lost or stolen 
documents. A minimum of 6 remaining months of passport validity is required; passport must be 
valid through January 2015 for the June tour and through April 2015 for the September tour. 
2. Address and Phone Numbers. Please provide contact information that enables us to write and 
phone you at any time, even when you are away from your primary residence. 
3. Dietary and Health Information. It is imperative we know if special meals (e.g. vegetarian, non-
gluten) or other assistance will be required. The tour is paced for comfort, but significant walking 
and stair climbing is involved for exploration of Italian gardens, villas, and villages. Participants 
should have sufficient stamina and mobility to keep pace with the group. 
4. Emergency Contact. Please provide contact information that enables us to reach this 
person at any time, even when they are away from their primary residence. 
5. Flight Information. If you are arranging your own flights to join the tour, it is essential 
we have your exact flight information, including dates of travel, airline(s), flight 
numbers, departure and arrival airports, and times. Note: To be eligible for transfers 
with the group, you must arrange your flights to arrive and depart in conjunction with the 
host party and meet the group at their arrival terminal.   
6. Rooming Requirements. We book non-smoking rooms (where available) unless 
otherwise requested. If you are sharing a room, please indicate with whom. If you 
would like to share a room but do not have a roommate, we can try to match you but 
cannot guarantee this will be possible. If no match is available, the single supplement 
will apply. A twin room has two separate single beds; a double room has one large bed. 
 
Terms & Conditions: 
1. Space is limited and registrations are accepted strictly on a first come, first serve basis. 
2. Registration and payment constitute acceptance of the information described herein. 
3. Registration and payment constitute the release of Marian St. Clair, Joyce Moore, and Hortopia, 
LLC, and any person from whom liability may be imputed to Marian St. Clair, Joyce Moore, and/or 
Hortitopia, LLC, from all claims resulting from natural disasters, war, strikes, incidents of politically-
motivated violence, sickness or quarantine, government restrictions or regulations, the use of any 
vehicle, and/or from any act or omission by any bus or car rental agency, airline, taxi or tour service, 
hotel, restaurant, or other firm, agency, company or individual. 
4. Registration and payment constitute certification that the applicant is physically and mentally  
capable of full participation in the tour. 
5. The host reserves the right to substitute hotels, airlines, activities, or excursions in 
response to changes in availability, or local events or weather conditions, provided they 
do not adversely affect the overall quality of the tour. Substitutions do not constitute 
grounds for withdrawal or refund. 



6. The host reserves the right, without penalty, to withdraw the tour.  The host may also  decline to 
accept any person as a participant in the tour, and to require a person to withdraw from the tour at 
any time when such action is determined to be in the best interests of the 
health, safety, or general welfare of the tour group or the individual. 
 
Group Insurance Information: 
The group travel policy provides the following benefits:  trip cancellation protection for the land 
tour of $3845; trip interruption protection for the land tour up to $3845; emergency medical and 
dental up to $30,000; emergency medical transportation up to $100,000; baggage coverage of 
$1,000; baggage delay coverage of $200; travel/trip delay coverage of $750; travel accident 
coverage up to $25,000; 24-hour hotline assistance, and online claim filing and tracking.  Additional 
insurance coverage can be purchased by request. 
 
Covered reasons for trip cancellation & interruption include (with limitations): complete cessation 
of services, complete cessation of services for 24 hours, covered travel delay—loss of 50%, death of 
family member, death of insured, death of traveling companion, financial default, foreign and 
domestic terrorism, hijacking, illness or injury of family member, illness or injury of insured, illness 
or injury of traveling companion, jury/subpoena, loss of accommodations abroad, military 
obligations, and quarantine. 
 
Note: Group insurance does not cover cost of air travel, but per your instruction or initiative, flight 
insurance can be obtained in conjunction with the purchase of your flight.  
 
Payment Schedule & Refund Policy: 
1. A deposit of $700 per person must accompany the completed Registration Form. A first payment 
of an additional $1200 is due 4 months prior to the tour—February 1.  The final payment (balance 
owed) is due no later than 2 months prior to the tour—April 1. 
2. The host reserves the right to make final costs adjustments in the following 
circumstances: the value of the dollar falls more than 3% against the currency of the 
country to be visited or the tour group size is less than the anticipated 20 participants. 
3. Refunds for the deposit or payments are not available unless the spot is filled at the 
discretion of the host from a waiting list. If refunds are offered, they are subject to a 
cancellation penalty. 
4. All cancellation requests should be made in writing, by mail or email. 
5. There is no provision for refunds for any activities missed due to the participant’s absence once 
the tour has begun. 
6. In addition to airfare, the following items and services are not included in the tour price: 
transportation to and from the participant’s home to their chosen departure airport, passport fees, 
baggage charges, items of a personal nature, and other items not specifically listed as included. 
 
Questions? 
Contact Marian St.Clair by phone at 864-297-8632 or by email at marian.stclair@gmail.com.  Joyce 
Moore can be reached at 864-270-5033 or joycemoore@travelleaders.com. 
 
 

     
 
 



REGISTRATION FOR GRAND GARDENS & VILLAS OF ITALY 
 

JUNE 1-12, 2014 
 
Traveler Information 
Full name as it appears on passport: 
 
Date of Birth: 
 
Street/City/State/Zip Code: 
 
Home Phone: 
 
Cell Phone:  
 
Email: 
 
Dietary Information: 
 
Health Information/Allergies: 
 
Emergency Information  
Emergency Contact:      Relationship to Traveler: 
 
Contact’s Street/City/State/Zip Code: 
 
Contact’s Home Phone: 
 
Contact’s Cell Phone: 
 
Tour Details 
Would you like to book flights with the host group? Yes/No 
 
Will you be sharing a room? Yes/No 
 
Name of roommate:       Room preference: Twin/Double 
 
Authorization 
I have read and acknowledge agreement with the attached Terms & Conditions, Payment 
Schedule & Refund Policy, and Group Insurance Information. 
 
Signature:       Date: 
 
Mail this completed form, a copy of your passport picture page, and a $700 deposit (check to 
Hortitopia, LLC) to:  Hortitopia, LLC, 357 Riverside Drive, Greenville, SC 29605. 


